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me and have been able to start my investigations again on the nitrogen
problems. You will appreciate that it is very difficult work, but I am
hopeful that I will be able to settle the question definitely before long.
If die atom is not disintegrated by alpha particles I am of opinion it will
not be done at all in our time. You will have seen in Nature about
Aston's work on the isotopic nature of neon, chlorine and mercury.
He has greatly developed the positive ray method and I have great
confidence in his conclusions. He is a very skilful experimenter and has
much experience with positive rays. You will appreciate what a large
field of work this will open up and we may hope before long to decide
which elements contain isotopes. Apparently so far no one has been
able to obtain positive rays from the metals except mercury, but I am
hopeful that this difficulty may be overcome by further experiments.
I got during the war a copy of your book on Radioactivity and quite
appreciate the very large amount of work you put into it. I hope, if
I can find time, to bring my own book up to date before long. I gather
from the papers that conditions as regards food are very difficult in
Austria and particularly in Vienna, but I trust it is not as bad as has been
reported. Give my remembrances to Madame and to my many old
friends, including Honigschmid, Paneth, Godlewski, Prof. Exner and
others. I am hoping soon to write to von Hevesy whom I have heard
from.
P.S. I am afraid some time must ekpse before we can meet again to
discuss radioactive problems but I am very hopeful conditions will
rapidly improve from now onwards.
MEYER TO RUTHERFORD
Wien: 22 Jan. 1920. It was a very nice feeling to get your letter of
13 Jan. after so long a time and I thank you sincerely for the kind interest
you show in it for us all We had occasionally indirectly good news on
your regard and were delighted to hear you got the professorship in
Cambridge; in the last time we had some news by Lawson and by
Ernest Goldschmidt, who met you in Cambridge and we felt always
sure your feelings towards us, as ours towards you, could not be harmed
by the psychoses of the surroundings. I was also pleased to hear you
acknowledge that our laboratory kept working steadily during the hard
times; that was not easy at all and some of the best men on both sides
will never return to work again! But the so-called peace has aggravated